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he International Light Festival opens 
today at Ditan Park in Dongcheng 
district.

The festival, now in its third year, 
is organized by the Yongheyuan 

Management Committee of Zhongguancun Sci-
ence and Technology Park. 

This year’s 35 displays feature designers’ 
reections on society, nature, psychology and 
cultural impact. Their arrangement takes 
advantage of Ditan’s terrain to distribute light 
displays in every corner.

Most combine trees, ancient architecture and 
lawn space, and are composed mainly of LEDs 
and projective and interactive technology. 

In addition to designers who participated 
during the past two years, the festival organiz-
ers invited several designers from abroad to 
participate in the event.

The rst festival in 2010 had 15 installa-
tions. On August 28, the festival will move to 
Erdos and invite more designers from abroad.
OVO by ACT Team and Odeaubois

OVO, a light project that has toured Lyon, 
Jerusalem and Frankfurt, is nally in Beijing. 
The project is a collaboration between ACT 
Team and Odeaubois. 

The egg-shape creation was born when Koert 
Vermeulen, a Belgian, and Marcos Vinals Bas-
sols, a Spaniard, met Sandrine Barbeaux, the 
OVO project manager.

Vermeulen, a lighting designer, and Bassols, 
a stage designer, cooperated with Mostafa Hadi 
and Pol Marchandise, the Belgium sculptors 
from the art institution Odeaubois.  

OVO refers to the Latin “ovoid,” or egg-
shaped. Eggs are the origin of life, and the 
project adapts this imagery as the origin of 
creation. 

“We want to let the public experience it,” 
Barbeaux said. “By climbing stairs and passing 
through a pool of water, participants can feel 
very thin drops of water in the egg. It will feel 
refreshing, humid and pleasant.”

The display is accompanied by ambient 
music.

City throws switch on int’l light festival
witch on BeijingSBy Liu Xiaochen

The International Light Festival will 
be held from August 10 to 19 at 
Ditan Park. Thirty-five lighting works 
by designers from China and abroad 
will be swithed on when it gets dark. 

T
PRANA by Laurent Brunt and
Helen Eastwood

Laurent Brunt and Helen Eastwood are the 
French program and interior designers behind 
PRANA, a light exhibit featured last year at the 
Fêtes des Lumières in Lyon. 

Inspired by PRANA’s Sanskrit meaning 
of “breath of life,” the duo created an LED 
screen that interacts with its viewer’s breath 
to enable him or her to experience the energy 
of existence. PRANA visualizes the breath of 
the universe. 

“The aim is not to deliver a political or artis-
tic or moral message,” Brunt said. “We just 

want Chinese people to come and watch, sitting 
or standing, with friends, family or alone, for a 
few minutes so they can realize: I am alive, my 
heart is beating – the earth is alive and the uni-
verse is breathing.”

“Usually, when we work on a new project, 
we discuss and imagine the piece together. 
Then we start drawing schematics and thinking 
about how to build it,” Brunt said.

“I am in charge of inventing new solutions 
to achieve our artistic goal. Then, I start writ-
ing a program, and then we discuss again and 
make the necessary arrangements so that we 
can transmit the emotions we intend.”

Up by Wang Zhenfei
For his third trip to the festival, Wang Zhen-

fei, an architect at Beijing Hua Hui Design, is 
returning to bamboo to build Up.

The project, which places lights up high, 
encourages people to look up. 

Wang said architecture and lighting are tied 
together because the interior spaces that archi-
tects create need light. “Light is what makes archi-
tecture bright. Speaking artistically, it is also a 
medium to illuminate different points of view.” 

Up began construction this week, though some 
of the necessary components have been difcult 
to nd. The festival’s organizers are assisting 
Wang to track down all the parts he needs.

“Lighting art is my hobby. There are a lot 
of changes in my work at each exhibition,” 
Wang said.

“Up will be one [installation] that requires 
people to participate,” he said.

Origin by Fang Zhenning
Origin is the rst lighting creation by Fang 

Zhenning, a designer, critic and curator, after a 
decade in Japan.

The work, completed in Hangzhou, is a circle 
with a diameter of 10 meters formed by more 
than 30 pieces. The LED lights strike outside 
the circle to give viewers a feeling that it is 
oating.

Fang chose the circle because it is one of the 
world’s most basic, observable shapes and one 
seen in luminary bodies.

“Physical limitations make it difcult to plan an 
exhibition of lighting installations,” Fang said.

“LEDs may save energy, but that doesn’t 
mean they can be placed everywhere. The moon 
in the night sky is beautiful: a thousand moons 
in the night sky are not.”

“For lighting designers, it is necessary to 
consider the surrounding natural environment. 
This is why I designed a circle instead of a 
round plane,” Fang said.

“Japanese lighting works are very sophisti-
cated, and we can learn a lot from their tech-
nology and implementation. I hope there will 
be more long-term lighting installations avail-
able throughout Beijing,” he said.
Harmony by Zhang Yating

Harmony is a collaboration between China 
Central Academy of Fine Arts and China Wom-
en’s University.

This year, the schools threw off their past 
obsession with thick building materials and 
environmentalism to build a beautiful creation 
out of straws.

The work was assembled and tested in Ditan 
Park from the beginning.

The organizers chose drinking straws as 
the basic building component because straws 
are inherently personal items: bringing so 

many of them together is symbolic of many 
people gathering.

“For me, the most important things in any 
piece are the feeling and core idea,” said Zhang 
Yating, designer of Harmony from China Cen-
tral Academy of Fine Arts.

“There are few lights in Ditan, which makes 
it a great space to exhibit light art.”
For Jiajia by Ding Ping

Ding Ping created For Jiajia for, appropri-
ately, a 17-year-old girl named Jiajia. The work 
is a tool for people with disabilities, and view-
ers can sit in it.

“Jiajia is my friend’s daughter. She was ill 
and became unable to walk. I designed this 
work to show her there are still many things to 
look forward to in life,” Ding said. She said she 
hopes it can encourage others to take a broader 
look at the world.

As a designer, Ding said the festival pro-
vides a platform for designers to design freely, 

which is unlike their daily work. “Designers 
are people who are constantly innovating. They 
have to always go outside themselves to learn-
ing and inspire others.”

Ding, who also curates the festival, said she 
like to give advice and suggestions, and to help 
designers overcome the problems they encoun-
ter while assembling their creations.

“I’ve learned a lot about gratitude and 
respect while preparing for the festival all year,” 
she said.

“Idea Switches on Beijing” – Interna-
tional Light Festival

Where: Ditan Park, Andingmen Wai 
Dajie, Dongcheng District

When: Every day until August 19, 6 
am – 9 pm

Admission: 2 yuan
Tel: 6421 4657
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